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SCHOOL LIBRARIES  
(BSEP Measure A, Resource 0860) 

OVERVIEW for FY 2014 -15 
 

Purpose 
Provide student access to quality school libraries, which shall be maintained by providing 
library staff to operate the District’s K-12 school and other specialized libraries, and by 
allocating revenues for books, materials, services and equipment for the school libraries.1 
 

 
Budget Managers:   Pasquale Scuderi, Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services 

Becca Todd, District Library Coordinator  
 
Certificated Salaries  
Budget: $566,135    Actual: $563,722  Variance: ($2,413)  

● 3 Middl e School Teache r Libr ari ans     3.0 FTE  
● 2 High School Te ache r Librari ans    2.0 FTE  
● C ont i nuat i on High School Libra ri an    0.6 FTE  
● TS A Elem ent ar y Te ach er L     Actual: $515,981  Var i ance: $1,973  

● 11 Elem ent ar y Libr ar y Medi a Techni ci ans    9.5 FTE  
● 3 Middl e School Libra r y Medi a Techni ci ans      1.86 FTE  
● C ent ral Medi a Libra r y Techni ci an      0.8 FTE  
● Hi gh School Libra r y Me di a/ Tex t book Techni ci an  0.8 FTE  

 
Employee Benefits  
Budget: $392,020    Actual: $364,055   Variance: (27,965) 
 
Books and Supplies 
Budget: $194,450     Actual: $170,257   Variance: (24,193) 
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RESOURCE SUMMARY 
Ther e was some va ri at i on in ex pens e  due to some staff bene fi t choi ces shif t i ng to “c ash in lieu”.  
The fa ct that the class i fi c at i on and compens at i on s tud y has yet to be impl e m ent ed meant that 
funds set aside for th at purpos e for class i fi ed sala ri es, wer e not ex pended. Fundi ng from  a prior 
BSEP Measure (Fund 8) was avai l abl e to provi de for the Worl dbook subsc ri pt i on.  These 
savi ngs and th e prior fun d balance allowed fo r pla nni ng towa rd a dist ri ct -level TSA for 2015- 16.  
 
STATUS REPORT 
BSEP funds provi de the backbone fo r librar y sta ff i ng and resour ces throu ghout the Berk el e y 
school s yst em, with a co r e missi on of addres s i n g ever y student ’s academ i c and independent 
readi n g ne eds with a wid e ran ge o f books, onli ne resources and inte grat ed p rogram m i ng. Th e 
librar y lens of the 2020 Visi on f ocus es comm i t m ent on devel opi n g skil l ed thinkers and learn ers 
throughout the enti r e Ber kel e y school comm uni t y with cont i nual mindful nes s about divers i t y in 
chara ct ers, them es, autho rs and illus t rat ors . Foll o wi ng are hi ghl i ght s from FY 2014- 15.  
 
Soli d support for a cult ure of re adi n g  
Our BUS D libr ari es pro m ot e a strong readi n g cult ure with print and digi t al resourc es ali gned to 
curri cul a r assi gnm ent s, as well as read er inter es t and init i at i ve. Over 250,000 books circul at ed in 
the K -12 school s in 2014 -15, a s light incr eas e ove r the previ ous ye ar. The cont i nued allocat i on 
of $15 per pupi l for libra r y books and materi al s allowed the pro gr am to ad dres s the broad ran ge 
of readi n g lev el s and inte res t s of student s and staf f . Some librari es peri odi c al l y run book clubs or 
speci al re adi n g init i at i ves such a Mock Newbe r y p rogram .  
 
Our pres chool ers mad e good use of the Preschool Book Ba g Lendi n g Libr a r y at ea ch our thre e 
chil d devel opm ent cent e r s . The Book Ba g sta ff co nt i nued with consi s t ent morni ng and afternoon 
hours, ensuri n g that all student s had a weekl y opp ort uni t y to hea r an addi t i onal stor y and 
ex change a book fo r home readi n g.  
 
The BEAR S Summ er Sc hool Libra r y pro gr am co nt i nued in the summ er of 2015, with a Libr ar y 
Medi a Techni ci an at bot h BEAR S / EDC summ er school sites (this yea r at Malcol m X and 
Thous and Oaks) for fift e en hours per week at ea c h site, a total of 30 hours per we ek for five 
weeks . This pro gr am support s the focus on litera c y, helpi n g miti gat e agai n s t the comm on 
“sum m er slide.”  
 
Our third ye ar of fami l i ari t y with our Dest i n y libra r y man a gem ent s yst em al lowed us to handl e 
our robus t print circul at i on and incorpor at i on of ebooks and audi obooks . 
 
Libr ar y Staff  
Duri ng th e 2014- 5 schoo l ye ar new libr ar y medi a techni ci ans we re welcom ed at Emers on (part 
time),  



 

BSEP Measure A, Resource 0860 

 

school comm i t t ees, and a number ar e re co gni z ed leaders in the s chool libra r y fiel d, servi n g on 
re gi onal and nati onal bo a rds and pres ent i ng at con feren ces . All are dedi cat e d to servi ng ou r 
9,500+ student s and fami l i es with a heart y e mbr ac e of re adi n g and le arni n g acros s the 
disci pl i nes, with a reason abl e dose of te chnol o g y to boot .  
 
Visit i ng Authors and Illu s t rat ors  
We were pa rt i cul arl y live l y in our host i ng o f autho rs and illus t rat ors of man y cult ur es and 
ethni ci t i es . Kwam e Alex ander (vi a Sk yp e), Mac Barn et t and  J or y J ohn, Genni fer Chol denko, 
Angel a Domi n guez, Jacquel i ne Bri ggs Ma rt i n, Mital i Perki ns, Andrea Davi s Pinkne y, Jean 
Reagan, Pam Muñoz R ya n, Kate Schat z and  Miri a m Klei n Stahl, Liesl Shurt l i ff, Duncan 
Tonat i uh, and Rita Garc i a Will i am s shared inspi ri ng wo rds of wisdom with our student s, staff 
and in some inst ances wh ol e fami l y event s .   
 
Technol o g y  
The Dist ri ct Lib rar y Coo rdi nat or, in conj unct i on with the Direct or of Tech nol og y, cont i nued to 
faci l i t at e the Inst ru ct i ona l Techn ol og y Depa rt m en t, also known as Digi T ec h. Support i ng 
class room teach ers to integrat e mor e technol o g y with model lessons using  C hrom ebooks, 
launchi ng th e Tech Tea c her Le ader te am K -12, and coordi nat i ng th e summ er Digi T ech Inst i t ut e 
with the Inst ru ct i onal Te chnol og y TSAs as a cul m i nat i on of the Strat egi c Impa ct Gr ant, brou ght 
increas ed aw aren es s, en gagem ent, frust r at i on and discover y -  an d skil l s -  into class room s 
throughout the dist ri ct . In ternet cap aci t y issues pla gued most sites throu gho ut the ye ar, yet the 
intent i on to persevere in a balanc ed appro ach to th e use of te chnol og y rema i ns strong.  
 
Ever y librar y h as a smal l to medi um bank of comput ers for student and sta ff use, and the librar y 
catal o g is enti rel y onli ne. At th e elem ent ar y l evel, upper grad e student s ar e often introduced to 
thei r Typi n g Club ac cou nt s in the librar y, then su pport ed in the class room and duri n g re ces s 
visi t s . Libr ar y -based init i at i ves such as Tuesd a y Twist and Thurs da y Shuffl e provi de 
opport uni t i es  to integrat e smal l group sessi ons wit h new digi t al tool s . The middl e school librari es 
coordi nat e thei r Mous e Squad team s, fost eri n g ski l l s in digi t al medi a and te chnol og y. Student s 
devel op onli ne res ear ch s kil l s utili z i ng our dist ri ct wi de subscri pt i on to Worl d Book Onli ne; the 
middl e school s also have a subscri pt i on to Teen Heal t h and Well nes s ; the high school s hav e 
addi t i onal subscri pt i ons to ABC -Clio, Gale Virt ua l Referen ce, Oppos i n g Vi ewpoi nt s, and 
ProQues t . Each libra r y webpa ge provi d es direct li nks to these useful resou r ces and as well as 
other appropri at e resourc es on the open web. Di gi t al citi z ens hi p and cyb er s afet y skil l s are 
addres s ed when guidi n g student s to use onli ne resources .  
 
Comm uni t y Coll aborat i o n  
Our librari es host man y event s be yo nd the hundre ds of student visi t s ever y week. We displ a y 
student art and scien ce pr oj ect s ; provi de spac e for musi c class es and visi on screeni n g; host 
meet i ngs fo r staff, PTA, ELAC, SGC; support the Rotar y Club’s third grad e Dict i onar y 
Dist ri but i on; and acti vel y c oll aborat e with the Be r kel e y Publ i c Libr ar y.  
 
 


